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B-3439 - B-3450 c.1840-1900 
1138-1108 S. Charles St. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The west side of the 1100 block of S. Charles St. was originally 
improved with groups of two story plus attic and small three story, two 
bay wide,pgable-roofed houses that served as combination residential/ 
commercial structures. Only a few of these survive in their original 
exterior form (1134 and 1124 S. Charles St., which are two story plus attic 
houses, and 1114 and 1116 S. Charles St., which are three story, gable-roofed 
houses), the remainder having been enlarged and remodeled after the Civil 
War to a full three stories in height with shed roofs and bracketed cornices. 
All currently still serve a combined residential/commercial function. 1118-1120 
S. Charles St. is a large three story, four bay wide brick building with shed 
roof and stepped roofline. The facade has been faced with cut stone and there 
is both brownstone and stamped sheet metal, Classical Revival style trim. This 
structure was built around the turn of the century to serve as a department 
store, as it still does today. 
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This three story plus attic, two bay brick building with gable roof represents 
an enlargement of the original gable roofed house that was built on this site 
in the 1840's and formed part of a row of such houses extending along this 
side of Charles St. The house has been covered with formstone and the first 
floor area has been converted into a store-front. 

The house is three and a half stories in height, about 17 1/2' wide, and 
occupies a lot 63 1/2' deep. The-re is a three story high, two bay deep full 
width rear addition, followed by a three story high, two bay deep narrower rear 
addition. The house is constructed in running bond but the facade has been 
covered with formstone. There is a double rectangular chimney located along 
both the front and rear roof gables on the north side of the house. There is 
also a rear end chimney located at the north-west end of the rear addition. 
The low-pitched gable roof has a two-tier brick cornice. 

Although the original treatment of the door and window lintels and sills 
has been hidden by the formstone covering, it is apparent that the second and 
third floor window openings had flat lintels and that the attic story windows 
probably had no lintels. The window openings currently have stone sills, but 
these are probably contemporary with the formstone covering. All of the 
window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. The first floor area has 
been converted into a store-front of modern design, the area currently serving 
as a sub-shop. The store-front area, which occupies both the Charles St. and 
West St. facades, has been re-faced with new brick. The modern glass and metal 
door is located diagonally to the two facades, recessed slightly beneath the 
south-east corner of the building. The two new brick facades which flank the 
doorway have a long, narrow rectangular window each. A shingled shed roof projects 
out over the store-front on both the Charles and West St. facades. The entrance 
is reached by a single wide stone stoop. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant as being representative of a large group of three story, 
or two story plus attic, gable-roofed houses built in the 1840's and 1850's in the 
area immediately surrounding the Cross St. Market to serve as combination residential/ 
commercial structures. The first floor area served as a store-front and the family 
lived on the floors above. Many of these houses have separate street entrances for 
the private family quarters. 

This house, along with the neighboring houses from 1132-1136 S. Charles St., was 
built by Diedrich Allers, with the help of his brother John A. Allers, a local 
brickmaker. John and Diedrich Allers operated a grocery and feed store at this 
ocation from about 1845 to the 1880's (when it was run by a second generation of 

the family). The Allers' seem only to have lived above the store for a short time— 
by the mid-1850's their residence is listed as on Greene or Eutaw St. 

-Baltimore City Directory, 1845, 1853-54, 1855-56, 1860-1884 
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